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1) What's the main question being asked or hypothesis being tested in this study?

Do people adjust their attributions of free will and control towards addictive actions in a self-serving, rationalizing manner? We test this by letting

participants either recall an own experience in which the succumbing to a strong temptation or addiction caused them problems in life, or an

experience where an instance of giving in to temptation or addiction was unproblematic, possibly even positive.

We assume that the ratings of free will and control for the recalled addictive action will be lower when it caused problems, than when it was

unproblematic. This would indicate that one reason why people with addictions are ascribed and do ascribe lower free will and self-control to their

actions could be a self-serving bias. Addictive behavior is more often than not causing problems and thus reducing own freedom and control could

serve as an excusatory function here.

2) Describe the key dependent variable(s) specifying how they will be measured.

The two main items are Likert items, making statements on the amount of freedom and control of the participant : (1) I had free will when (action x);

(2) I was in control of my actions when (action x); both rated on a scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 7 (strongly agree)

3) How many and which conditions will participants be assigned to?

Two randomized between-subject conditions (problematic vs. unproblematic).

4) Specify exactly which analyses you will conduct to examine the main question/hypothesis.

We will conduct t-Tests, testing for the difference between problematic and unproblematic experiences.

5) Any secondary analyses?

It would be interesting to conduct an analysis of covariance of this effect while introducing control variables (i.e., importance of self-control, valence

of consequences of the action) in order to test for possible mediator effects (i.e., decreased effect of the main IV while mediator is introduced). If

indications of mediation are found (e.g., lowered free will in problematic episodes might be partially mediated by the thought that self-control was

important, though neglected, here), these will be examined via regression modeling.

6) How many observations will be collected or what will determine sample size? No need to justify decision, but be precise about exactly how the

number will be determined.

200 participants will be collected via Mechanical Turk in order to guarantee a high statistical power for the t-Test (i.e., 80% for a moderate effect).

7) Anything else you would like to pre-register? (e.g., data exclusions, variables collected for exploratory purposes, unusual analyses planned?)

We will also examine an exploratory measure: the experience of freedom during the recalled action. This is mainly related to another project which

examines the relationship of the feeling of freedom to theoretical and actual instances of freedom in action and decision making. It would be

especially interesting if people show diminished free will judgments in problematic episodes, but an unaffected feeling of being free while giving in to

temptation/addiction.

8) Have any data been collected for this study already?

No, no data have been collected for this study yet
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