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1) Have any data been collected for this study already?

No, no data have been collected for this study yet

2) What's the main question being asked or hypothesis being tested in this study?

We have studies showing that individuals feel more threatened by rise of competitors in the hierarchy who have shown positive movement in their ranks

than other competitors who have exactly the same rank but haven't shown any momentum in the recent past. To further demonstrate, that the

psychological mechanism is that of self-threat, we want to moderate the very process. Specifically we want to introduce a doubtful momentum condition,

wherein competitor have risen in rank but it is unclear whether their rise is genuine. Thus, participants in the doubtful momentum condition should be less

threatened than those in the genuine momentum condition. This scenario is based on competition involving employees in an organization.

3) Describe the key dependent variable(s) specifying how they will be measured.

We are measuring two key dependent variables - perception of self-threat using a single item measure. and second expectation - composite of two items

based on participants rating of how confident they are that the competitor would move ahead of them in future and expected rank of this competitor in

future.

4) How many and which conditions will participants be assigned to?

Three conditions: Control, momentum and doubtful momentum. 

Participants will be randomly assigned to one of the three conditions.

5) Specify exactly which analyses you will conduct to examine the main question/hypothesis.

We will first perform one way ANOVA's across the two DVs of threat and expectation. We hope to find greatest amount of threat in the momentum

condition. Similarly, we expect to find greater expectation for China to do well in the momentum condition. Finally, we will perform mediation analysis,

with expectation as the mediator and threat as the DV.

6) Any secondary analyses?

7) How many observations will be collected or what will determine sample size? No need to justify decision, but be precise about exactly how the

number will be determined.

We want to collect 100 participants per cell. So that leads to overall sample size of 300.

8) Anything else you would like to pre-register? (e.g., data exclusions, variables collected for exploratory purposes, unusual analyses planned?)

We have included few attention check questions. Those who fail the attention check questions will be removed from the analysis. We will also remove

participants with duplicate IP address.
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