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1) Have any data been collected for this study already?

No, no data have been collected for this study yet.

2) What's the main question being asked or hypothesis being tested in this study?

The present study will seek to replicate the finding that high social engagement may decrease liking ratings while increasing competence and moral ratings

(these results have been obtained in our first, non-preregistered study). [Do-gooder devaluation hypothesis] 

Two additional hypothesis will be tested: 

(1) The negative effect of social engagement on liking ratings is intensified (mitigated) when actors report about their social engagement publicly (vs. in an

anonymous situation). [Moderation hypothesis] 

(2) The negative (positive) consequences on liking emerge because public (versus anonymous) communication of actors is perceived as low (high) in

modesty and high (low) in communal narcissism. [Mediated moderation hypothesis]

3) Describe the key dependent variable(s) specifying how they will be measured.

The key dependent variable will be:

Liking of target (assessed with 3 items)

The following variables will be included as well (all judgments pertain to the target): 

- Communal Narcissism (5 items)

- Modesty (4 items)

- Competence (3 items)

- Morality (3 items)

- Social Engagement (1 item)

The following variables will be included as self-ratings of participants: 

- Liking (assessed with 3 items)

- Communal Narcissism (5 items)

- Modesty (4 items)

- Competence (3 items)

- Morality (3 items)

- Social Engagement (1 item)

- Self-esteem (4 items)

- Similarity (1 item).

4) How many and which conditions will participants be assigned to?

A 2x2 design will be applied, resulting from two independent variables:  

- Ostensibly newspaper article: participants either read about a student showing average social engagement, or extremely high social engagement.

- Introduction to article: participants either read that the interviewed student wanted to stay anonymous or non-anonymous.

Participants will be randomly assigned to one of the four conditions.

5) Specify exactly which analyses you will conduct to examine the main question/hypothesis.

Standard ANOVAs will be conducted to investigate main effects and interaction effects of the two independent variables on liking, competence, and

morality ratings. 

It will further be tested if the aforementioned moderation effect is mediated by ratings of communal narcissism and modesty. 

Additionally, moderation effects of participant’s social engagement, self-esteem and similarity to the interviewed student will be investigated (explorative).

6) Describe exactly how outliers will be defined and handled, and your precise rule(s) for excluding observations.

The definition of outliers will not be based on extremity of responses on the dependent variables. Instead, total response time and responses to the
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attention checks will be considered. Through this, it will be assured that the final sample consists of participants who were not distracted from the task or

were not motivated to elaborate on the task.

7) How many observations will be collected or what will determine sample size? No need to justify decision, but be precise about exactly how the

number will be determined.

It is planned to collect data from 200 participants (from University subject pool). In case the University subject pool will not allow for this number of

participants, we extend the recruitment to other students of our university that are not part of the subject pool.

8) Anything else you would like to pre-register? (e.g., secondary analyses, variables collected for exploratory purposes, unusual analyses planned?)

No.
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