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1) What's the main question being asked or hypothesis being tested in this study?

The main question is whether people think that drug addiction reduces free will. The hypothesis is that people will think that identical actions

(speeding recklessly across town to buy mushrooms) were less free and more compelled if the person taking those actions does so because of an

addiction to drugs.

2) Describe the key dependent variable(s) specifying how they will be measured.

There are five dependent variables, which will be combined into a single measure (if the items cohere as expected). If the items do not cohere, then I

will analyze them separately. All five items are 1-7 Likert scales (Strongly disagree to Strongly agree) in response to one of two vignettes. The items

are below:

Mary was in control of her actions when she sped across town

Mary is responsible for her actions when she sped across town

Mary had free will  when she sped across town

Mary was compelled to speed across town

Mary had no choice but to speed across town

3) How many and which conditions will participants be assigned to?

There are two conditions, which differ only in the vignette presented. There is a drugs condition and a no drugs (control) condition. 

Drugs condition:

Mary wanted to get high but had used her last dose of her favorite drug, psychedelic mushrooms. She drove around town for two hours, but was

dismayed to find that the three closest dealers were out of psychedelic mushrooms. She had to have them to get high! With little time to spare

before she needed to get her fix, she peeled out of the parking lot and sped toward the next dealer, way across town. While she was on her way, she

nearly rear-ended a car because she was going too fast. Finally, she got to the dealer’s place, grabbed the mushrooms, paid for them, and raced

home to use them. 

No drugs condition:

Mary was cooking dinner for her birthday and she wanted to make her favorite meal, roasted chanterelle mushroom ravioli. She drove around town

for two hours, but was dismayed to find that the three closest grocery stores were out of chanterelle mushrooms. She had to have them for her

special dinner! With little time to spare before she needed to start cooking, she peeled out of the parking lot and sped toward the next store, way

across town. While she was on her way, she nearly rear-ended a car because she was going too fast. Finally, she got to the store, grabbed the

mushrooms, paid for them, and raced home to get them ready.

4) Specify exactly which analyses you will conduct to examine the main question/hypothesis.

I plan to combine the items (reverse scoring "Mary was compelled to speed across town" and "Mary had no choice but to speed across town") by

averaging their scores. I will conduct a oneway ANOVA (equivalent to a t-test) using condition to predict judgments of Mary's control and free will.

5) Any secondary analyses?

As an exploratory analysis I will test whether gender moderates the effect. I have no clear prediction.

6) How many observations will be collected or what will determine sample size? No need to justify decision, but be precise about exactly how the

number will be determined.

200 participants will be requested from Mechanical Turk. The exact number collected may vary slightly, as Mturkers sometimes complete studies but

fail to request payment from Mturk.

7) Anything else you would like to pre-register? (e.g., data exclusions, variables collected for exploratory purposes, unusual analyses planned?)

Participants who fail an attention check item will be excluded from analyses. The item:

What did Mary buy from across town?

The correct answer is "mushrooms" or "drugs" in the drugs condition, or "dinner" or other responses to that effect in the no drugs condition.

8) Have any data been collected for this study already?

No, no data have been collected for this study yet
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