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1) Have any data been collected for this study already?

No, no data have been collected for this study yet.

2) What's the main question being asked or hypothesis being tested in this study?

Main research question: 

Does writing a narrative text about a fictional person who shows a disapproved behavior regarding the corona pandemic (violating restrictions by not

wearing a mask on the train) influence empathy for that person, perspective taking with regard to that person, attitude toward this person, and attribution

of the behavior? Participants will either write about the fictional person (experimental condition) or about the room where the participants stay during the

experiment (control group).

Main hypotheses:

1. Writing a narrative about a fictional person will increase empathy (H1a) and perspective taking (H1b) more strongly than writing about the room.

2. Writing a narrative about a fictional person will result in a more positive attitude toward this person than writing about the room (H2).

3. Participants who write a narrative about a fictional person will attribute that person’s behavior internally to a lesser degree (instead of externally) than

participants who write about the room (H3).

3) Describe the key dependent variable(s) specifying how they will be measured.

• Empathy and perspective taking will be measured with an adapted version of the Saarbrücker Persönlichkeitsfragbogen (SPF; Paulus, 2014) which is the

German version of the Interpersonal Reactivity Index of Davis (IRI). This concept will be assessed after reading the description of the situation (t1) and after

writing the text (t2). 

• Attribution will be measured three items, which were already used by Shaffer et al., 2019. (e.g. “To what extent is the woman to blame for her action not

wearing a mask?”). It will be assessed at t1 and t2.

• Attitude will be measured with the feeling thermometer (ANES, 1964, Lavrakas, 2008). It will be assessed at t1 and t2).

4) How many and which conditions will participants be assigned to?

Participants will be randomly assigned to one of two conditions, using the survey program Qualtrics.

- Experimental condition (writing a narrative text about a fictional person who shows a disapproved behavior regarding the corona pandemic)

- Control condition (writing about the room where the participants stay during the experiment)

5) Specify exactly which analyses you will conduct to examine the main question/hypothesis.

Data analysis will be performed using SPSS. To test for differences between the conditions, we will perform analyses of variance (ANOVA), including

repeated measure analysis.

We will report all data as means (M) and standard deviations (SD). The level of significance will be set at P < .05. Partial eta-squared will be calculated as

effect sizes of mean differences.

6) Describe exactly how outliers will be defined and handled, and your precise rule(s) for excluding observations.

We will exclude participants who (1) indicate that they were not adequately motivated to participate in the study, (2) do not have adequate German

language skills or (3) indicate that the recommendation to wear a mask when riding a train is absolutely needless. We will not invite participants who are

younger than 18 years or do not speak German fluently.

7) How many observations will be collected or what will determine sample size? No need to justify decision, but be precise about exactly how the

number will be determined.

We aim to test 158 participants.

8) Anything else you would like to pre-register? (e.g., secondary analyses, variables collected for exploratory purposes, unusual analyses planned?)

We will assess attitude toward the political restrictions due to Covid-19 with ten adapted items based on the Risk-Taking Attitude and Risky Driving

Behavior questionnaire (Iversen, 2004). We will also assess participants’ motivation for answering the questions honestly and carefully with three items.

Moreover, we will assess attitude toward the political recommendation to wear a mask in public (1 Item).

As an open research question, we will investigate if attitudes toward the corona restrictions in general influence empathy and perspective taking,
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attribution and attitude toward the person showing the disapproved behavior.
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