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1) Have any data been collected for this study already?

No, no data have been collected for this study yet.

2) What's the main question being asked or hypothesis being tested in this study?

Generally, we will examine the effect of an ingroup (ingroup = students of the same subject) prototype complexity manipulation on partner trust in a

cooperation scenario. HYPOTHESIS: High ingroup complexity (induced by describing the ingroup in terms of differences) should enhance outgroup trust

(outgroup = students of a different subject) compared to low ingroup complexity (describing the ingroup in terms of similarities). Ingroup complexity should

not affect ingroup trust.

3) Describe the key dependent variable(s) specifying how they will be measured.

The main dependent variable is trust in the cooperation partners which will be assessed both with a behavioral (information sharing) and an attitudinal

measure (Noor, Brown, & Prentice, 2008). First, participants have to decide whether to reveal certain pieces of either private or public information to their

cooperation partners. The sharing of the private information is considered as an indicator of trust. Second, trust in the cooperation partners will be

measured via 6 self-report items adapted from Noor, Brown, and Prentice (2008).

4) How many and which conditions will participants be assigned to?

Participants will be randomly assigned to one of four conditions in a 2 (ingroup complexity: high vs. low) by 2 (partner group membership: ingroup vs.

outgroup) between-subjects design. To manipulate ingroup complexity, participants will describe their ingroup in terms of either differences or similiarities

(Waldzus, Mummendey, Wenzel, & Weber, 2003). Partner group membership will be manipulated by cooperating either with members from the ingroup or

an outgroup.

5) Specify exactly which analyses you will conduct to examine the main question/hypothesis.

The main hypothesis will be tested using two separate two-way ANOVAs with ingroup complexity and partner group membership as factors and number of

shared information as well as attitudinal trust as dependent variables. The hypothesized pattern of results would emerge in a significant interaction effect

of ingroup complexity and partner group membership on both measures of trust. High (vs. low) ingroup complexity should enhance trust in the partner

when cooperating with the outgroup. This difference should be smaller or not occur when cooperating with an ingroup where the level of trust should be

constantly high.

6) Describe exactly how outliers will be defined and handled, and your precise rule(s) for excluding observations.

Data will be checked for outliers using studentized deleted residuals (SDR) from a multiple regression of the main DV on the main IVs and their interaction.

Participants with an absolute SDR > 2.69 will be excluded from further analysis.

Requirements for participation:

 - fluent in German (language-sensitive materials)

 - 18-35 years (Participants are recruited from the student body. Students older than 35 years are an exception and might thus be outliers in terms of career

path, past experiences, etc. which might also relate to our main measures)

 - not suspicious of hypotheses, unfamiliar with materials, non-Psychology students

7) How many observations will be collected or what will determine sample size? No need to justify decision, but be precise about exactly how the

number will be determined.

To ensure sufficient power we are aiming to test N = 280 participants (70 per cell) in an online study.

8) Anything else you would like to pre-register? (e.g., secondary analyses, variables collected for exploratory purposes, unusual analyses planned?)

For exploratory reasons, social identification with the ingroup (13 items self-report) will be included in a multiple regression analysis as additional predictor

to test its role as a moderator of the assumed interaction effect.

The study will be conducted in German.
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