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1) Have any data been collected for this study already?

No, no data have been collected for this study yet.

2) What's the main question being asked or hypothesis being tested in this study?

Activating the goal of pursuing happiness will cause people to feel like they have less time available to them, which will be moderated by explicit mention

of whether pursuing happiness is said to require a lot of time, a little time, or with no mention of time required (in a control condition).

3) Describe the key dependent variable(s) specifying how they will be measured.

The dependent variable is how much time people feel they have available to them, which will be assessed on a single-item scale (ranging from -5 to +5) and

on a 3-item scale (ranging from 1-7) asking about perceptions of time. These will be condensed into a single index for analysis.

4) How many and which conditions will participants be assigned to?

Participants will be randomly assigned to one of three conditions.

All participants will be told that the study is investigating happiness, a goal that everyone has. Participants in the control condition will see only this, which

should activate the goal of pursuing happiness, before completing the dependent variable. Participants in the high-time condition will read an article

describing, per the headline, that happiness requires quite a lot of time, then will complete the dependent variable. Participants in the low-time condition

will read an article of similar length describing, per the headline, that happiness requires very little time, then will complete the dependent variable.

5) Specify exactly which analyses you will conduct to examine the main question/hypothesis.

We will compare the three conditions on the time availability index using an analysis of variance and pairwise t-tests. We predict that participants in the

high-time condition will feel that they have less time available relative to participants in the low-time condition, who will feel that they have more time

available. The control condition - and its (non)difference from the other conditions - will further inform the direction of the effect; we predict that the

control condition and the high-time condition will feel similarly low on time, both differing from the low-time condition.

6) Describe exactly how outliers will be defined and handled, and your precise rule(s) for excluding observations.

No outliers or exclusions to preregister.

7) How many observations will be collected or what will determine sample size? No need to justify decision, but be precise about exactly how the

number will be determined.

We will collect data from the online panel site Mechanical Turk hosted by Amazon. We will recruit 100 participants for each condition (for a total of 300

observations).

8) Anything else you would like to pre-register? (e.g., secondary analyses, variables collected for exploratory purposes, unusual analyses planned?)
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