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1) Have any data been collected for this study already?

No, no data have been collected for this study yet.

2) What's the main question being asked or hypothesis being tested in this study?

The project comprises two studies:

Study 1 serves as an exploratory study.  Participants will evaluate the suitability of 360 Life in the UK Test questions. They evaluate these items as either

'suitable' or 'unsuitable.' Each participant evaluates 45 questions, drawn systemically randomly from the pool of 360 total questions. Questions are deemed

'suitable' if their post-hoc corrected confidence intervals exceed 50% suitability. We do not have a hypothesis about the exact number of items that will be

deemed suitable. 

Study 2 serves as a confirmatory study. We hypothesize that participants will judge the suitability of a 24-question Life in the UK Test higher when these

questions come from the pool of questions considered 'suitable' in Study 1 versus when this test consists of 24 questions drawn from the full set of 360

question of Study 1. This suitability is measured on a seven-point interval scale and participants are judged to evaluate the test as a whole (rather than each

individual item).

3) Describe the key dependent variable(s) specifying how they will be measured.

In Study 1, suitability judgements will be made for each of the 45 Life in the UK Test questions assigned to participants using dichotomous choice format

(suitable vs not suitable). In Study 2, the suitability of an entire Life in the UK Test will be measured using a seven-point self-report interval scale instead. 

We will also compute performance scores for participants in Study 2 and we collect a range of demographics in both studies. Demographics are collected

using UK census format.

4) How many and which conditions will participants be assigned to?

Study 1 does not contain different conditions, though participants will each receive a systematically randomly assigned set of 45 Life in the UK Test

questions to evaluate. Study 2 features two conditions: in one condition participants answer 24 Life in the UK Test questions that are systematically

randomly drawn from questions deemed 'suitable' in Study 1 (i.e. suitability confidence intervals exceeding 50%); in the other condition they answer 24 Life

in the UK Test questions that are systematically randomly drawn from the full set of 360 original questions.

5) Specify exactly which analyses you will conduct to examine the main question/hypothesis.

In Study 1, we will compute post-hoc corrected confidence intervals for each of the 360 evaluation questions. This will be done assuming a binominal

distribution, adopting a family-wise Type-I error of α = .05. Questions are deemed 'suitable' if their post-hoc corrected confidence interval exceeds 50%

suitability. Demographics may be examined for exploratory purposes, for example in response to Reviewer requests.

In Study 2, we will perform a one-way between-subjects ANOVA to test if suitability judgements of the 'vetted' version of the Life in the UK Test (i.e.

containing 24 questions deemed suitable in Study 1) are higher than those for the regular version of the Life in the UK Test (i.e. containing 24 questions

from the full original set of 360). We will check for violations of assumptions and, if needed, a non-parametric alternative test will be performed

(Kruskal-Wallis one-way ANOVA).

6) Describe exactly how outliers will be defined and handled, and your precise rule(s) for excluding observations.

Participants will be excluded from Study 1 if they fit one or more of the following conditions:

I) Their study completion time exceeds triple the median completion time, suggesting they may have taken breaks

II) Their study completion time falls short of one-third the median completion time, suggesting they may have rushed through

III) Their Prolific ID is identical to that of another participant in the same study

IV) They do not submit their completed questionnaire, implying a decision to withdraw from the study as per ethics regulations

V) They report, when asked at the end of the study, not completing the study seriously 

VI) They report, when asked at the end of the study, that their data is not reliable

The same criteria apply to Study 2, with the additional exclusion when:

VII) They admit, when asked at the end of the study, to have cheated on the Life in the UK Test (e.g., looking up answers)
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7) How many observations will be collected or what will determine sample size? No need to justify decision, but be precise about exactly how the

number will be determined.

We will recruit 660 participants for Study 1, which, after exclusion criteria (we anticipate approximately 10%), yields approximately 75 participants per

evaluated question. Participants will be recruited from Prolific Academic using a representative UK sample (in age, gender, and ethnicity).

We will recruit 550 participants for Study 2, which, after applying a priori exclusion criteria (approx. 10%), affords independent samples t-test sensitivity to

differences between the conditions with effects sized, d = .29, with power of, (1 – β) = .90, and a Type-I error of, α = .05 (two-tailed). Participants will be

recruited from Prolific Academic using a representative UK sample (in age, gender, and ethnicity).

8) Anything else you would like to pre-register? (e.g., secondary analyses, variables collected for exploratory purposes, unusual analyses planned?)

Please note that this preregistration relates to a funding bid regarding the outlined studies. Failure to secure these funds will likely cause the studies to be

unable to be run.

We will, for exploratory purposes, compare test-performance in Study 2 across the two conditions. This will be done with one-way between subject

ANOVA, or non-parametric alternative should assumptions be violated (Kruskal-Wallis one-way ANOVA). 

Analysis will be re-performed on the subset of unique participants in Study 2 should there be some overlap in Study 1 and Study 2 samples. We will use

ProlificIDs to identify cases of overlapping participants.

We may, in both studies, perform exploratory analysis of demographics, for example in response to Reviewer requests. This will be clearly stated where

applicable.
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