
Narrative coherence and the response of others. (#9816)

Created: 04/12/2018 05:46 AM (PT)

Public:    04/12/2018 05:58 AM (PT)

Author(s)
Lauranne Vanaken (KU Leuven) - lauranne.vanaken@kuleuven.be

Patricia Bijttebier (KU Leuven) - patricia.bijttebier@kuleuven.be

Dirk Hermans (KU Leuven) - dirk.hermans@kuleuven.be

1) Have any data been collected for this study already?

No, no data have been collected for this study yet.

2) What's the main question being asked or hypothesis being tested in this study?

Research has indicated that the way in which people narrate has an influence on the reactions of their social network (Coyne, 1976). However, research on

social reactions to narrative coherence is sparse. We aim to investigate different aspects of social feedback to narrative coherence like sympathetic

responses from others, reactions of liking, being interested in the story, wanting to get to know them, possibility of becoming friends, wanting to support

them in times of need. We predict that participants will perceive a person who tells a coherent story as more positive (more feelings of sympathy, liking, ...)

whereas they will perceive a person who tells an incoherent story as more negative (lower feelings of sympathy, liking, ...).

3) Describe the key dependent variable(s) specifying how they will be measured.

Willingness, socio-emotional responses, feelings self & other, emotional support, instrumental support: questionnaires with 

1 open question to assess the perception of the manner upon which the story was told

4) How many and which conditions will participants be assigned to?

4 conditions to manipulate the coherence and the emotional valence of the story: Coherent positive, incoherent positive, coherent negative, incoherent

negative

Within-subject experiment: all participants will hear the 4 different stories in 4 different voices (24 possible combinations), in contra-balanced order, to

make sure there is no effect of the order of the story or the voice.

5) Specify exactly which analyses you will conduct to examine the main question/hypothesis.

Paired-sample t-tests: comparing the incoherent with the coherent conditions for the scores on the dependent variables

Exploratory analysis of open question

6) Describe exactly how outliers will be defined and handled, and your precise rule(s) for excluding observations.

We will exclude participants who finish the experiment in under 15 minutes, indicate that they did not listen very well to the stories or did not fill out the

questionnaires reliably/honestly.

7) How many observations will be collected or what will determine sample size? No need to justify decision, but be precise about exactly how the

number will be determined.

Since we have 24 possible combinations of stories and voices, we will collect data of at least 48 participants (each combination twice).

8) Anything else you would like to pre-register? (e.g., secondary analyses, variables collected for exploratory purposes, unusual analyses planned?)

The aim of this study is rather exploratory, since we do not know of any existing previous findings in this specific domain.
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